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Welcome Back to School: Normalcy for Staff and Students 

 
It is a pleasure to welcome our students, staff, parents, and community members to the 2021-
2022 school year. I feel we have momentum from last school year when we united as a 
community to get our kids back into the classroom from day one. While our recent state test 
results show academic loss in some subject areas due to nearly a three-month school closure, we 
feel our students performed much better overall compared to most of the schools around the state 
and country. Our students also were able to simply be kids and experience their childhood by 
being with their friends in school, participating and attending extracurricular activities, and 
taking part in social events like prom.     
 
Thursday, August 5, 2021, is our first day of school for students. It is our goal for students to 
experience as much normalcy as possible from the time they enter the school building to the end 
of each school day. As always, we will follow all state and federal mandates and laws; however, 
we feel that normalcy would not include requiring masks and vaccinations against COVID-19. 
We strongly believe that deciding to wear a mask or to take a COVID-19 vaccination is a 
personal choice. Therefore, wearing a mask and/or being vaccinated against COVID-19 at JCSD 
is optional but will not be required unless mandated by law.   
 
We will continue to proactively do what is necessary to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and any 
other diseases, for that matter. We will practice social distancing when possible, conduct extra 
cleaning of the classrooms, and encourage good hygiene. Additionally, we will monitor our 
student and staff COVID-19 cases daily and intervene immediately when needed. We will also 
consistently communicate with our parents and community regarding our case numbers.   
 
We are taking the pandemic seriously and care deeply for our staff, students, and community!  
We also believe strongly that our students need a normal, educational environment for both 
academic and social-emotional reasons.  
 
We hope that you join us in ensuring our students have the very best year possible. If there are 
any questions or concerns, please contact me at 228-283-3000. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John 


